FOREWORD AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Institute for the Development of Education successfully organized the 11th Higher Education and Scholarships Fair in Croatia, which was held on Tuesday, 13 October 2015 at the National and University Library in Zagreb and on Thursday, 15 October 2015 at the University departments building of the University of Rijeka.
As we will show in this report, this year's Fair was the largest and the most successful to date, with almost 100 exhibitors from 18 countries and over 10 000 visitors. Every year we strive to ensure that the Fair is innovative, relevant and attractive to all stakeholders in higher education. From the rich program of this year's Fair we would like to highlight the following aspects:
 Main Partners of the Fair: To our great satisfaction, we continued the successful cooperation with our long term Fair partners, the University of Rijeka and the National and University Library in Zagreb.
 Donors: It is a great honour that the importance of our Fair is recognized by our faithful donors, who enable the Fair each year with their support. We would like to especially thank the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia, the Agency for Mobility and EU Programmes, National Foundation for Civil Society Development, The City of Rijeka and Primorje-Gorski Kotar County.
 Partner Country -Slovenia: Partner Country Slovenia was presented at this year's Fair by representatives of 19 Slovenian institutions, including all four Slovenian universities -University of Ljubljana, University of Maribor, University of Primorska and University in Nova Gorica. Slovenia for the first time presented the outcomes of studying through attractive student projects, such as Formula 1 models and unmanned aerial vehicles produced on Slovenian higher education institutions. Participation of the Republic of Slovenia as a Partner Country of this year's Fair was enabled by the support of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia, the Centre of the Republic of Slovenia for Mobility and European Educational and Training Programmes (CMEPIUS) and the Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia in Zagreb, which recognized the importance of cooperation between two neighbouring countries in the field of higher education and science. It was a special honour that the 11 th Higher Educations and Scholarships Fair was opened by dr. Maja Makovec Brenčič, the Minister of education, science and sport of the Republic of Slovenia and that the opening ceremony was attended by numerous distinguished guests from Croatia, Slovenia and other countries. We point out the following interesting facts on higher education in Slovenia:  According to the Academic Ranking of World Universities (the so-called Shanghai list), the University of Ljubljana is among the top 500 universities in the world.  Slovenia allocates 5.7% of its GDP for education, which puts it in the top 15 countries of the European Union considering investing in education.  Additional reason for studying in Slovenia are generous state subsidies for students arriving from EU member countries, meaning that Croatian citizens can study in Slovenia without paying a tuition at public HE institutions in Slovenia at a graduate and undergraduate level, in addition to having subsidised meals and public transport.  In the past academic year (2014/2015) more than 3600 foreign students studies in Slovenia (which is around 5% of the total number of students), most of which coming from Croatia (around 800).
As 
First time at this year's Fair: Student projects
Special novelty at this year's Fair was the presentation of innovative technological products produced by Slovenian students within different student projects. The goal was to highlight the study programs connecting the higher education with science and economy and enable acquiring practical experience which makes the students competitive at the labour market.
Faculty of Engineering at the University of Ljubljana presented its unmanned aerial vehicle which won an international competition this year in the USA (Tuscon, Arizona) organized by the Raytheon Missile Systems and Cessna Aircraft Company. They won first place in a fierce competition of 84 other teams. The same Faculty presented the 3D printer and their innovative hybrid machine which combines three different technologies. The visitors also had the opportunity to see and try out a 3D scanner and a very interesting "Oculus Rift", presented by the Faculty of Computer and Information Science at the University of Ljubljana. These are special glasses which use new technologies to introduce virtual reality, enabling the users to travel to any part of the world. Students of the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering and Naval Architecture at the University of Zagreb joined their Slovenian colleagues and presented their award-winning Formula 1 model.
II. EXHIBITORS Number of exhibitors
A total of almost 100 exhibitors participated in the Fair (96 exhibitors in Zagreb and 70 in Rijeka). Exhibitors encompassed both Croatian and foreign HE institutions, ministries, local government institutions, embassies and foreign cultural centres, companies, foundations and associations. Among the above mentioned, 33 were Croatian and 63 were international institutions. Exhibitors presented their study programs, foreign language courses and exams, educational advising services and scholarships programs.
Number of countries presented at the Fair
The Fair presented both national higher education systems and study and scholarship opportunities at specific institutions in 18 countries in Europe, North America, Middle East and Asia:
Student associations
Total of 24 student associations participated in Fairs in Zagreb and Rijeka; 6 from Slovenia and 18 from Croatia, which were also partners in promoting the Fair. Associations presented numerous programs and activities for students to the visitors, including the possibility of participating in international exchange programs, conferences and internships abroad, as well as numerous actions and initiatives in Croatia.
III. VISITORS
Around 10 000 visitors attended this year's Fair (7 000 in Zagreb and 3 000 in Rijeka). The Institute for the Development of Education conducted a survey among the visitors of the Fair to determine the visitors' profile and their interests, as well as their evaluation of the Fair's quality. 440 visitors participated in the survey and its results are listed below.
Visitors' profile Visitors in Zagreb Visitors in Rijeka
University students comprised around 80% of all surveyed visitors; mostly undergraduate students (60%) and graduate students (20%). High school students constituted around 15% of the total number of Fair visitors.
It should be emphasized that the Fair attracted students from all fields of study and that the visitors' profile corresponds closely to the actual structure of the student body in Croatia by academic field. The profile of the visitors by academic field was the following: humanities and social sciences (56%), technical sciences (22%), biomedicine and health studies (around 7%), natural sciences (7%), biotechnical sciences (7%) and art (around 1%).
Visitors' interest according to place of study Visitors in Zagreb Visitors in Rijeka
According to the survey results, the majority of visitors were interested in study abroad (50%), while more than 30% of visitors were also interested in study opportunities in Croatia.
Visitors' interest according to study level Visitors in Zagreb Visitors in Rijeka
Since current university students represented the largest number of visitors, the majority of visitors were interested in programs at the graduate and doctoral level (58% in Zagreb and 43% in Rijeka). However, there was also a significant interest for undergraduate studies (32% of visitors in Zagreb and 49% of visitors in Rijeka), as well as professional development opportunities (around 9%).
Visitors' assessment of the quality of the Fair
The results of the visitor survey confirm the significance of the Higher Education and Scholarships Fair for the academic community and the general public. The Fair is recognized as the key event for the development of higher education in Croatia and the high quality of its organization was expressed by the majority of surveyed visitors.
84% of visitors in Zagreb and 85% in Rijeka described the Fair as "Excellent" or "Very good".
Quality assesments in Zagreb Quality assesments in Rijeka
poor satisfactory good very good excellent poor satisfactory good very good excellent
When asked about the usefulness of the Fair, 82% of visitors in Zagreb and 83% visitors in Rijeka described the Fair as "Excellent" or "Very good".
Usefulness assesments in Zagreb Usefulness assesments in Rijeka
IV. PROGRAM OF THE FAIR
Apart from presenting study opportunities in Croatia and abroad, the second objective of this year's Fair was to open a debate among experts and the broader public on current issues related to higher education policies in Croatia. The central theme of this year's Fair was the improvement of the student standard in Croatia through measures foreseen by the latest Strategy of Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Croatia, discussed at the round table.
The main idea that the Institute for the Development of Education has been promoting for 11 consecutive years in organizing the Fair is that everyone should be able to enrol and successfully finish their studies, whether they can afford it or not, i.e. regardless of their parents' education or social status. We wish to send a message that the public financial aid system, especially public scholarships, should be available to most students who can prove they need them and in the amounts which cover the real costs of studying.
Round 
Presentations
The program of the Fair in Zagreb and Rijeka featured organizer, sponsor and partner presentations on study opportunities and financial support in Croatia and abroad. Mobility programs and scholarships were presented by the University of Rijeka, numerous Slovenian universities and the opportunities to study at RIT campuses in Dubrovnik, Zagreb, Dubai and Rochester (Rochester Institute of Technology).
Workshops on standardized tests (TOEFL, SAT/ACT, GMAT/GRE)
Free workshops on standardized test necessary for enrolment into universities worldwide were held at the Fair in Zagreb. A preparatory courses teacher at the Institute for the Development of Education Ana Predovan Miletić, prof. held three 30-minute workshops on TOEFL, SAT/ACT and GMAT/GRE test for all interested visitors in Zagreb. The workshops were attended by 90 high school and university students.
V. ONLINE FAIR AND WEBINARS

Online Fair
The Online Higher Education and Scholarships Fair provides an interactive virtual representation of study programs, scholarships, student loans, language courses, professional development and other services related to studying in Croatia or abroad to foreign exhibitors and visitors from Croatia and abroad.
The Online Fair presents detailed information about all the programs and institutions presented during the Fairs in Zagreb and Rijeka, and lasts from October 2015 to 30 April 2016 at the web portal http://www.stipendije.info/en/fair/on-line_fair.
Online lectures (webinars)
Exhibitors will present their study and financial aid programs through interactive virtual presentations (webinars) at the web portal www.stipendije.info during the Online Higher Education and Scholarships Fair.
Webinars provide a simple and free-of-charge access to visitors from all regions of Croatia to information about international universities and Croatian organizations that offer study or financial aid programs, and other educational services. Through the webinars, exhibitors can also directly interact with and answer questions from participants.
VI. MEDIA COVERAGE Media coverage (TV, radio and press
Every year, the Fair achieves a great success in terms of media coverage. This year, the Fair continued this positive trend, and twelve press releases that were sent to announce the Fair resulted in 67 articles, reports and announcements published in the Croatian press, TV and radio stations:
 Television: 17 reports were broadcast on Croatian TV stations. The biggest media success of the Fair was the featuring of reports about the Fair in the central news programs of the national TV stations HTV1, Nova TV and RTL Danas. The Fair was also covered through reports on popular programs on the HTV 1 television station, including live coverage on the daily shows Hrvatska uživo and Dobro jutro Hrvatska. Apart from the above mentioned, there were also reports on the following local and regional TV stations: Jabuka TV, Mreža TV, Z1, Kanal RI, RI TV, TV Nova Pula and others.
 Press: 27 articles were published in the national newspapers such as Večernji list, Novi list, Jutarnji list and 24 sata, in numerous regional and local newspapers such as Glas Slavonije and in specialized newspapers and magazines like Lider, Poslovni dnevnik and Školske novine.
 Radio: 23 reports were broadcast on Croatian radio stations, including Croatian Radio 1 and Croatian Radio 2 (national stations), as well as regional stations Radio Sljeme, Radio Rijeka, Antena Zagreb, Primorski radio, Radio Trsat, Radio Korzo and student radio stations from Zagreb (Radio Student) and Rijeka (Radio Sova). (regional stations).
Recordings of all TV and radio reports are available online at https://vimeo.com/irohr/videos, and all press clippings are also available at www.iro.hr/hr/o-nama/odnosi-s-javnoscu/isjecci-iz-medija/.
Visibility on the Internet
The 
